THE TURKISH PRESS                          451

The first printing press in Turkey was set np in the
year 1728, but newspapers date only from the second
quarter of the nineteenth century. Previous to that
time, the functions of the press were discharged by the
mosque gatherings, public criers, traveling preachers and
singers, market places, and coffee houses. Thus were
made public government laws, regulations and orders,
military news, the appointment of a new governor, dates
of religious festivals, funerals of prominent people,
arrival or departure of caravans and ships. A promi-
nent role was played by preachers in molding public
opinion relating to current events. Especially in the
fasting month of Eamazan and the two months previous
the traveling preachers reached even the remotest places.
The French Embassy issued in 1795 a periodical named
the Gazette; and in 1811 published a news bulletin. The
first real newspaper in Turkey was the Spectateur de
I'Orient, started at Smyrna in the year 1825; its name
was later changed to the Courier de Smyrne. This jour-
nal took occasion often to attack the policy of Russia
with the result that the Eussian ambassador strongly
protested to the Porte, and asked that publication of the
Smyrna journal should cease. Turkish statesmen of that
period, however, were not quite inclined to see the inter-
est of their country in any measure dictated by Russia.
In fact, one of them said: "Often, I do not need to do
any thinking for myself-. I do exactly the opposite of
what the Eussian ambassador advocates, and I am satis-
fied that it is the right thing/' So the words of the Eus-
sian ambassador, instead of causing the French paper to
be stopped, directly stimulated the establishment of a
newspaper in Constantinople. This paper, also in
French, was called the Moniteur Ottoman, and was
edited by the same individual who had established the
Smyrna newspaper.

On May 14, 1832, the first official Turkish newspaper